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Diffusion across the capillary endothelial cells

Diffusion through gaps between adjacent endothelial cells
Diffusion through the pores in fenestrated capillaries and sinusoids
Vesicular transport by endothelial cells
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KEY

Capillaries — site of nutrient, waste, O,, CO, exchange with interstitial tissues

Capillary bed — collection of capillaries

Blood flow at tissue level in arterioles — autoregulation

Metarterioles — precapillary sphincters

Smooth muscle cells

Section of precapillary sphincter
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